DETROIT FINNISH COOPERATIVE SUMMER CAMP ASSOCIATION

Kesäkuuta (June) Newsletter
SUMMER SOLSTICE

Juhannus

June

2022

CALENDAR

1—Taco Wednesday Kentta, 6:00PM
4—Rummage Sale 9:00 - 3:00, Kentta
4—Grill Open, 11am-2pm
8—Board Meeting 6:00PM, no visitors
11—Family Movie Night 8:00PM
11—Beach Private Rental
11—Loon Lake Clean Up 10:00AM - 2:00PM
12—Fishing Derby Sun Lake 9:00AM
18—Juhannus
18—ISMO Stand-Up Comedy Dance Hall, 7:00PM
21—Beach Private Rental
26—Board Meeting, 9:00AM, Visitors at 11:00
26—Co-ed Golf opener, Riverbank Golf Course, 9am
28—Loon Lake Weed Control

July

5—Sun Lake Swim Lessons Time TBD
9—Pancake Brunch/Candle-Making Kentta 16
—Beach Private Rental
16—Ravintola & Dance Hall Private Rental 17
—Board Meeting, 9:00AM, Visitors at 11:00 23—
Beach Private Rental
27—Board Meeting, 6:00PM, No Visitors
28—Loon Lake Weed Control

Friday Night Grill on Fridays, 6:00-8:00pm

All night bonﬁres mark the start of summer in Finland.
It’s one of Finland’s and Finnish-Americans’ most
beloved holidays. Observed between June 19 and
June 25, Juhannus is also known as Saint John’s Feast
Day. Most Finns deem it “yötön yö” or the long, white
night. Aer all, during the summer, the sun never sets
in Northern Finland and sets for less than four hours in
Southern Finland. Maybe that’s why most Finlanders
either party hard with friends and family, attend
music festivals or relax at their lake-house saunas on
this “nightless” day. No matter where a Finlander
plans Juhannus, a big bonﬁre is usually involved.
Our family has spent six of the seven past
Juhannus’ enjoying the festivities, saunas and treesized bonﬁres at Finn Camp. The bonﬁre might not
last all night long, but the Finn camp community
makes Juhannus a special occasion. We look forward
to this year’s on June 18.
Clear your calendars that day so you can join the
Juhannus celebration at Loon Lake.
~Naomi Petäinen

Details about this years Juhannus on page 3

Summer hours for sauna & clubroom start May 28th

• The Clubroom Hours •

Wednesday, Friday & Saturday - 7:00 PM - Close

• Sauna Hours Hours •

Saturday/Sunday 1:00PM - 3:00PM, Seniors & High Risk
3:00PM - 9:00PM, All Members & Guests
Wednesday 3:00PM - 9:00PM, All Members & Guests

UPCOMING EVENTS;
Note: Not all events are listed on this and other
DFCSCA calendars. If you are planning an event,
check availability of the speciﬁc facility on a
certain date, please call 248-882-4626
All newsletter material is due
on the 15th of each month.

Starting on June 11th.
Looking for help with set-up, takedown & running the popcorn machine.
Contact Jenny Emery (248-935-7893)

The Sámi

a wedding, funeral or holiday. An outsider might not be able
to distinguish from the colors and designs where a Sámi is
from, but an insider can identify another's origin by the
costume. Although for many years Sámis were frequently

A Colorful Nordic People
It wasn't until a few years ago that I ﬁrst came in contact with
the name Sámi [Sah-mee]; I had always heard the term Lapp
used for this group of Nordic people; their home I knew of as
Lapland. If you grew up in Michigan's UP or had relatives
there, you may also have heard neighbors, family members
or friends called Lapps. I remember as a child a small
leather-and-fur drawstring purse that my mother had
gotten as a gi t from “Lapland,” and my father had a skinning
knife encased in a leather sheath from “Lapland.”. So when I
heard the word Sámi, I didn't realize it was referring to the
Lapps! And since researching for this article, I ﬁnd that they
don't live in Lapland, but rather in Sápmi; these designations
of Sámi and Sápmi align more closely with their own
language designations and are now the preferred names.
The Sámi–although distantly related to the Finns–were
actually in Finland long before the Finns arrived, and their
languages are very di ferent; the Sámis have nine di ferent
languages, and those Sámi groups that are geographically
the furthest apart don't even understand each other! These
semi-nomadic people are indigeneous to the northern
regions of Norway, Sweden, Finland and the Kola Peninsula
of Russia. A harsh natural environment awaited early
Sámis–and still does–, but they have adapted to the
environmental challenges by taking advantage of what
nature o fers them: coastal ﬁshing, hunting, fur-trapping
and shepherding. They are particularly well-known as
reindeer herders, and the Sámis know not only how to herd
reindeer, but also how to utilize these animals for food,
clothing, transportation and even decorative items.
What kind of shelter could be built in this windy, mostly
treeless environment? A lavvu–a tent-like structure,
originally made of reindeer skin, similar in appearance to an
American Indian tipi. It was used as a temporary shelter
when reindeer herders brought their herds up into the
mountains for the winter. [It also served as shelter a ter the
Germans burned much of their housing as they retreated
from the Russians at the end of WWII]. Today most Sámis
live in Western-style homes.
The colorful traditional costumes–gátki–create a
cheerful presence at any important Sámi cultural event, be it

met with prejudice and disapproval, that has changed in
recent years, and people have started wearing their
traditional garb with a new-found pride.
Some Finnish Sámis began arriving in Michigan in the
late 1860s, but they were mistakenly called Finns.
In the UP, as well, Såmis were not always treated as ﬁrst-class
citizens, but that is changing here, too. On February 6, Sámi
Day is now celebrated in a few places, including at Finlandia
University in Hancock, where the Sámi lag is raised, and
Heikinpäivä–a Sámi celebration of the end of winter–is now
also celebrated.
And, although there are still some reindeer herders in
Sápmi, most Sámis are now ﬁshermen, or are employed in
local industries, the tourist industry, or are artists and
cra ters. Others have moved away from the Sámi
settlements to bigger cities like Oslo. No longer do they have
to fear assimilation through governmental rules and
regulations as in earlier years when forced land seizure and
forced residence in boarding schools was a real threat to the
Sámi people.
Instead, there has been a resurgent interest in the art,
jewelry, music, and poetry that the Sámi artists and
craftspeople are creating. Stay tuned: this colorful Sámi
flag reproduction is one of several Sámi sticker designs
that will soon be available for sale at Finn Camp, thanks
to Mike Koski, who discovered them online for his Sami
drummer/godson Charlie and shared them with the Sisu
Sisters. Proceeds from the sale will go toward buying
organic herbs for the help-yourself herb garden behind
the ravintola, initiated and continued by the Sisu Sisters.
Contributed by Madeline Salonen
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Juhannus

2022

Saturday, June 18th

Our annual Juhannus celebration is now
scheduled to be held on Saturday, June 18th.
Come out early with the entire family for a
whole day of fun with food, games, live Finnish
band, dancing, wish stick making, the Kokko
(bonﬁre) and new to this year - a comedy
show featuring Ismo (tickets limited, reservations required for comedy show along with
entrance fee). Admission to be on the
grounds for the day - including at the
kokko - is $5 per person (excludes comedy
show).
The kitchen will be open for lunch and
dinner on Saturday and for breakfast on
Sunday. There will be a pickleball tournament
to start at noon on Saturday and a horseshœ
tournament that will begin aer that (about
3pm). Medals will be awarded to the winners
of the pickleball tournament and there is a
cash prize for horseshœs. Chris Nordin is
making two boot toss trophies for this year's
competition - one to be awarded for the
farthest throw for each the men and the
women. You can toss that boot starting at 3pm
for your chance at one of these unique glass
boot trophies. Other games such as mölkky,
Finnish darts, and cornhole will be available
for anyone to play.
The comedy show, featuring ISMO, will
begin at 7pm in the dancehall.

More info, food menus, and an event schedule will be posted on our Members Only
Facebook page and emailed closer to the
event.
There is a lot of opportunity to get in
work hours this weekend and we need your
help for success! Help in the kitchen, raﬄe
sales, admission button sales, games help &
security are essential to making this event fun
for everyone. Please use the link below to sign
up for work hours.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094BADA728ABF58-juhannus1
Contact Amber Martin at 248-770-9994 if
you are available to help out, donate raﬄe
prizes, or if you are interested in reserving
tickets for the comedy show. Kiitos!

Finn Camp
Annual
Co-ed Spring Golf Opener
Sunday June 26th 9am • Shotgun Start
Riverbank Golf Course,
24095 Currie Rd. South Lyon, MI 48178.
Limited space, register by Sunday, June 19th
email Chris Nordin cnordin@glassacademy.com

The Comedy of

ISMO

The doors will open at 6:30pm for people to
select their seats. Reservations are required to
attend this show. We still have some standing
room only tickets available if you are interested in attending.
The kokko will be lit promptly at 10pm RAIN OR SHINE!

$5 registration fee includes lunch;
Lunch for $5 plus a dish to pass.
non-ﬁshers can still enjoy lunch
Registration does not include:
beach and/or sauna fees.
9am Registration & ﬁshing begins,
Lunch served at 12pm
(fried ﬁsh provided by all of our fabulous ﬁshers,
hot dogs and burgers to be supplied by Committee)
1pm – Derby prizes and 50/50
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In memoriam
George Linick
George Joseph Linick, 96 of Livonia
and formerly of Dearborn Heights,
passed away peacefully with family
on Sunday, December 12, 2021 at St.
Mary's Hospital in Livonia. George
was born on November 13, 1925 in
Detroit, Michigan. He served
honorably during WW2 lying 35
missions in a B-17 over Europe, and
was the last surviving member of
his light crew of ten. George is
preceded in death by his dear wife Elizabeth and
brother, John Hodgeson (Sandy); He is survived by
children; Mark, Melissa, and Daniel (Pamela) Linick,
grandchildren; Meaghan and Braden Linick. The
family of Dan Linick is holding a memorial in the
Dancehall on Saturday, May 21 at noon. Luncheon to
follow. All are welcome to attend.

Boats & Personal watercra registration
will be required by all members.
Per Bluebook rule-203.3.5
- Non-members shall not be allowed to launch boats
or ice ﬁshing facilities from our lakeshore property.
Members shall identify their boats with their
membership number and register their boats with
the Board of Directors.
In accordance with this rule there is now a form
on the Finn Camp website so that members may
register their boats/personal watercra. They will
then receive their membership# sticker for
adherence to their boat/personal watercra and the
registration will stay on ﬁle with the BOD. Any
boat/personal watercra that is not registered by
June 1st, 2022 will then be held to Blue Book rule105.3.1- Property other than real estate may be sold
provided a notice is given in the newsletter by the
Board of Directors for 3 consecutive months. If the
acceptable bid is not received from a member, then
the property may be disposed of at the discretion of
the Board.
"The Watercraft Regulation form download:
https://ﬁnncamp.org/forms/Watercraftregistration.pdf

SWIM
LESSONS
Swim lessons are offered to Member's Children
& Guests - beginning July 5th through August 4th
with the children showing off their skills at the Swim
Meet on August 6th. We are on the lookout for a swim
instructor(s); if you have any leads, please share.
recreation@ﬁnncamp.org

FINN CAMP CLEAN SWEEP

Rummage Sale

JUNE 4, 2022 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Bring Your Vanha Tavara (old Stuff)
To The Dance Hall On June 3rd From 5pm-9pm
Or Arrange with Tammie King for drop off
in the week prior - Call Tammie 248 624 6691
At The Finn Camp
2524 Loon Lake Rd Wixom, Michigan 48393

SEEKING
LAWN MAINTENANCE
HELP
Dave Niemi has done an amazing job over the
years keeping Sun Lake beautiful and ready for
all of us to enjoy.
He is now stepping down from this position
and we are looking for weekly workers to help
with Sun Lake mowing.
We will train for this position. Please contact
the board if your are interested.
Paulie continues to mow and support the ball
ﬁeld, Lyonia and surrounding areas. We are
seeking a back up mower to help with this task in
4
the chance Paulie will need assistance.

BOARD NOTES
& REMINDERS
New work hour cards are now located at the sauna
building and the clubroom.
The Board would like to remind all members that the
use of heavy equipment must only be done with
approval of the mechanical committee. Rob Zewatsky
is the mechanical committee chair. Contact Rob or the
board for permission to use the equipment.
Members with suggestions, comments or boardrelated business are asked to e-mail:
board@ﬁnncamp.org.
General questions may be answered by visiting
www.ﬁnncamp.org.
Attention all committees: The Board would
like for you to communicate with us regarding
events, projects and fund-raisers you are planning.
We would like to support your endeavors and
projects and would like to make sure that multiple
committees are not planning on tackling the same
area to prevent overlapping, or we can connect
those committees so they can work together. The
social director should also be contacted prior to
scheduling events to prevent conﬂicts with other
events or activities.
Trash Rules: Dumpsters are for members use
only! Do not put in large or long items that may
wedge or jam the dumpster when being tipped into
the garbage truck. No major dumping on festival
weekends. No overﬁlling. No furniture, propane
tanks, wood, construction materials or other large
items are to be le in, by or around the dumpster.
Large items can be placed at roadside near the
tractor garage on Tuesdays for Wednesday pickup.
The dumpster at Sun Lake is for Finn Camp projects
only. No personal or camp debris is allowed.
Facility Reservations: Any member interested
in renting the clubroom, dancehall, ravintola, or
beach should contact the social director, Joni
Sennhenn, at 248-882-4626. Also, all committees
should verify venue availability with the social
director prior to scheduling events as private rentals
may conﬂict.
Camp rentals are handled through the Board of
Directors. Any member looking to rent their camp
should complete a camp rental form and submit it to
the Board prior to the rental date.
Email board@ﬁnncamp.org.
The Finn Camp has a member’s only group on
Facebook. If you are not a member of the group and
would like to be added contact Linda Gooden at

gooden_71@hotmail.com with your email address
and she will add you to the group. This group will
include private members only events. Work projects
can be another form of communication to our
members.
You can now pay your Finn Camp bill online with
PayPal by using treasurer@ﬁnncamp.org.
You must select "Transfer to friends & family" and
pay directly from your PayPal or bank account to
avoid a fee. All fees incurred by Finn Camp will be
charged to that member's account. Fees will be
charged if paying with a credit card or selecting
"transfer for goods or services.
Summer Beach Manager
We are very thankful for the small group of people
that have come together to run the beach this year
but we still need help!
Beach Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 11am-7pm
Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday 11am-9pm SAUNA OPEN
Keep an eye on the eblasts and facebook posts for
updates and changes to the beach hours until we
conﬁrm all beach managers.
Current Coverage:
Saturday, Sunday, Monday - Covered with
concessions by Steve Maki! Thank you Steve!
Wednesday -POSSIBLY OPEN- We are pending one
option. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday - Starting June
13th Aila Paukovits will run the beach normal hours.
Thank you Aila!
OPENINGS: We are looking for someone to help ﬁll
the weekdays between from May 31st - June 10th and
possibly run Wednesday sauna day for the summer.

Tina is a director of operations for a bankruptcy
trustee in Colorado. When not working, she’s either
scuba diving somewhere, hiking around Colorado
and various state parks, or relaxing on the beach
reading mysteries and psychological thrillers. She
enjoys sampling fudge, cupcakes and sweets from all
over the country.
As both German from her mom and Finnish from her
dad, Tina has spent most of her life focusing on her
German heritage. Learning about her Finnish roots
is one of the main reasons she became a member.
Though she knows many Finn Camp families and
friends, she hopes to immerse herself in the
community and make new friends. No matter where
her travels take her, she wishes to call Finn Camp
her home.
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Loon Lake
Spring Clean-Up

Calling All Members
HELP WANTED throughout the season and
beyond. Lots of work hour opportunities!
MOVIE NIGHT (June 11th, 2-3 hrs) - setting up
and taking down of movie equipment (there will
be two other Movie Nights, one in July and
August, dates TBD); FISHING DERBY (June 12th,
1-6 hrs) - setting up picnic tables, hauling
equipment from Pole Barn, setting up ﬁsh
cleaning station, food prep stations, food serving
area, ﬁsh counters, ﬁsh cleaners (we have a few
pros that would love to impart their knowledge
on cleaning ﬁsh and there is always a LOT of ﬁsh
to clean), raﬄe master (50/50), and clean-up;
SWIM REGISTRATION (July 5th, 2-4 hrs) collecting forms/money;
PA N C A K E
BRUNCH/CANDLE-MAKING (July 9th, 2-4 hrs) Kentta (grocery shopping, set-up, taking/ﬁlling
orders, collecting money, ﬂipping ﬂapjacks,
clean-up), Candle-making set-up/clean-up);
SWIM MEET (Aug 6th, 2-3 hrs) - oﬀ-shore boat
support, completing ribbon information (lots of
writing), watermelon prep, ribbon ceremony;
CHILDREN'S WEEKEND DINNER (Aug 6th, 2-6
hrs) - grocery shopping, meal prep, set-up,
taking/ﬁlling orders, collecting money, cooks,
clean-up; CHILDREN'S PRODUCTION (Aug 6th, 1
- 24 hrs) - hours would start in July
running/helping with practices, costumes, stage
set-up, coordinating sound/lighting needs, dress
rehearsal the night before, setting up chairs in
the dancehall; DAD'S BREAKFAST (Aug 7th, 2-6
hrs) - grocery shopping, set-up, taking/ﬁlling
orders, collecting money, cooks, clean-up;
TRACK MEET (Aug 7th, 2-4 hrs) - event set-up,
be a Team Guide, completing ribbon information
(lots of writing), clean-up; KID'S HALLOWEEN
PART Y (Oct. 29th, 1-24 hrs) - menu
planning/shopping, planning activities/games,
set-up/take-down; PIKKU JOULU (Dec 4th, 2-24
hrs) - menu planning/shopping, planning
activities/games, coordination with Santa,
Clubroom set-up/clean-up.

Help make our Loon Lake Front Beautiful Again
Saturday June 11, 2022 - 10am to 2pm
Hotdogs, Chips, Cookies, Pulla & Cold Water
Served at 2pm
We will be:
Painting the Westside Bathroom Exterior, Racking &
removing the leaves from around the building, Weed
whacking, mowing the grass, picking up sticks,
Removing vines along Loon Lake Rd fence, Raking &
removing leaves along Loon Lake sidewalk, Digging &
cleaning ﬁre pit, cutting & stacking ﬁrewood,
Removing broken slide, Painting small metal slide.
Cleaning the bathrooms & showers, Rototilling a new
Butterﬂy Garden, Raking gravel & moving under boat
racks, Removing unmarked and organizing remaining
boats, Installing a Purple Martin House, Transplant
ornamental grasses, Plant Milkweed in new garden,
paint the Adirondack chairs
Some tools will be provided
If something on this list interests you,
please bring your favorite tool to help
accomplish the task.
All painting tools will be provided.
Many hands make for light work.
Hopefully you can join us,
for a productive beautiﬁcation day!
Hours cards will be available and get signed that day.
Hope to see you there!

Finn Camp Store

Come shop at the Finn Camp store.
Lots of new tee shirts, mugs, hats & backpacks.
For access to the store during off hours,
call Patti Leppi, Ph: 248-921-1432,
or email, Store@ﬁnncamp.org.
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Loon Lake Weed Control

Dance Lessons

We have a couple of volunteers for Finnish dance
lessons and are currently working on a schedule
(most likely will begin late June).

Work Administrator Update
Happy Summer everyone!
We have plenty of opportunities to get your work
hours in. Please contact your work administrators
or board for work opportunities:
- Weed whacking around the kitchen, parking lots,
clubroom etc.
- Garden maintenance around the clubroom, up
the hill to the dancehall and in front of the
dancehall.
- Kitchen - front of house cleaning of shelves and
organizing/labeling current storage bins
- Clubroom entrances need cleaning.
- Shop Vac for backroom of dancehall
- Stick pick up to help with mowing around back of
dancehall.
- Picnic table maintenance (at the hill (Rav), Sun
Lake and Loon Lake)
- Cleaning and varnishing picnic tables and seats
(we have supplies)
- Power washing around the cement walkways of
clubroom and Rav.
- Edging around walkways and gardens of
clubroom
If you see something that needs to be done we
will be happy to give you the support you need to
keep our grounds beautiful!

Summer Beach Managers & Support NEEDED!
We currently do not have a beach manager and do not
have enough people to run the beach for the summer.
Summer beach work is a paid position.
Please contact the board@ﬁnncamp.org
if interested in helping to manage or dedicate a few days
a week to help run the beach. We will train as needed. If
we are not able to ﬁll these positions, beach use will be
limited to members only and building access will not be
available. Outdoor restroom only will be open for use.
Beach Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday - 11AM - 7PM
Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday - 11AM - 9PM

Weed Control is scheduled for:
June 28th & July 28th
Dates may need to be changed due to
inclement weather. Treatment reminders
and updates will be sent by email notiﬁcation.

Firewood for sale, $55 for Members
Delivery is extra
to schedule loading and pick up.
Call or text Mike Honka
at 248-860-5109
Do not help yourself to the ﬁrewood.

Natural Stone &
Quartz Surface
Matthew Wendolowski
mwendo.biz@gmail.com
313-742-4452
Text/Call/Email

Free
Estimates!

’s

Decks, Cabins & Roofs • Spring Cleaning Specials
also - Deck Staining & More

248-915-8944
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BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Upcoming Board Meetings
June 8th, 6pm, no visitors
June 26th, 9am, visitors 11am
July 17th, 9:00am, visitors 11am
July 27th, 6:00pm, no visitors

In Finland
View Helsinki, South Harbor
and Surroundings by Webcam
Take a look at Makasiini Terminal,
South Harbour, Port of Helsinki
and 4 others views
- Just Type ‘Port of Helsinki Webcam’ in Google
or click the link below:
https://www.portofhelsinki.ﬁ/en/porthelsinki/web-cameras/south-harbour

Lakes Area Bait Shop
Live Bait • Reloading • Fishing Supplies
Bow-Fishing & Archery • Hunting • Camping
2600 Benstien Rd. Wolverine Lake
We’re just south of Glengary Road
248-624-3333
LakesAreaBaitShop@Yahoo.com
Suppliers to the Finn Camp Fishing Derby

Need a Seamstress?
For All Your Alterations
Custom Work & Mending
Call Cindi Maddick at 248-303-7337

Free “Classiﬁed” Ads
All members are invited to list here any services—for
pay or barter—that they would like to advertise,
whether it's a service such as handyman or
seamstress or pet care or seasonal activities like
garage sales. All you have to do is provide the
following information:
- The type of service offered; a description of just what
you do as the service provider;
- Your price (hourly rate, job rate, to be negotiated, or
whatever);
- Your name; and your contact information (preferred
method and times: phone, email, etc.).
- Total length, including spaces, should not exceed 50
words, not counting the headings. (Over 50 word copy
will be edited to ﬁt.)
- The deadline is the same as the date for newsletter
copy: the 15th of each month.

Afﬁnity Promotions
Specializing in corporate awards and incentives,
promotional items and apparel. If your business
is looking for new ways to motivate, reward or
thank your employees, we can help.
Call Denise at 248-640-0481 or visit
www.AfﬁnityPromos.net - for new & exciting

FINN CAMP
Newsletter
(ISSN 2154-5545) is published the ﬁrst of each
month by the Detroit Finnish Cooperative Summer
Camp Association (D.F.C.S.C.A.),
2524 Loon Lake Road, Wixom, MI 48393-1654.
Contents Copyright©2022 D.F.C.S.C.A. All rights reserved.
Reproduction of this publication in whole or in part, in
any form, is forbidden without prior written permission.

Board of Directors
President: Rebecca Wendela
Vice President: Tony Koski
Treasurer: Deidra George
Secretary: Leah Paukovits
Works Administrators:
Ralph Heikkinen, Mike Niemasz & Rob Zewatsky

Editorial Staff
Newsletter Committee Chairperson & Production Robert O’Brien
Photographer & Website Designer/Manager Erick Leskinen
Graphics - Glynn Simmons
Contributors - Belinda Arbogast, Naomi Petainen
Gary Delavan & Madeline Salonen

Subscriptions
Printed newsletters by regular mail are $25 per year.
Subscriptions by email are free. To receive
newsletters via email (the only version in color)
email to newsletter_editor@ﬁnncamp.org and write
“Finn Camp Newsletters Subscription” in the
subject ﬁeld. Please include your ﬁrst and last
name.
All material for newsletter articles is due by the 15th of
the month. Please visit the Finn Camp website at
www ﬁnncamp.org.
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