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Marraskuu		(November)	Newsletter
CALENDAR

November

12—Centennial Fundraiser

12—Board meeting 9am, visitors 11am, boardroom

18—Christmas Lights 10am, clubroom

3— Pikku Joulu 1PM, clubroom

12—Forest Management Committee 

24—Sauna Private Rental

9—Adult Christmas party 7pm, clubroom

24—clubroom private rental

17—Spa Night 7pm, sauna

  10am-2pm, pole barn
12—Centennial Committee 2pm, clubroom

December

16—clubroom private rental

24—Sauna Private Rental

4—Harvest Dinner 3-5pm, clubroom

10—Forest Management Committee
  10am-2pm, pole barn

12—Lions Football Party 4pm, clubroom

5—Talkoo 10am

15-16—Holiday Extravaganza 5pm, clubroom

the 15th of each month.

  guests welcome

Note: Not all events are listed on this and 
other DFCSCA calendars. If you are planning 
an event, check availability of the specific 

facility on a certain date, please call 
248-882-4626 

All newsletter material is due by

Friday & Saturday - 7:00pm to Close
(The Clubroom Bar maintains regular business hours 
open to the membership during rentals)

• The Clubroom Hours •

• Off-Season Sauna Hours •

Saturday  1pm-3pm Seniors & high risk
  3pm-9pm All members & 

Sunday  3pm-8pm - All members & guests
   (run by volunteer)

Private sauna rental is available.

UPCOMING EVENTS; 

Wednesday 6pm-9pm - All members & guests
   (run by volunteer)

Harvest DinnerHarvest DinnerHarvest Dinner

thNovember 4  from 3 to 5.

The Bar Committee  will supply toss salad, 
turkey, mashed potatoes and a vegetable.  

Please bring your favorite dish to pass 

see page 3 for details
thNovember 5  10am

Saturday, December 9
7:00 pm in the Clubroom.

and join in the holiday fun
Pulled Pork & Coleslaw will be provided by the Board 

We will be listening to music from an iPod playlist

Please bring a passing dish or dessert 

 

Fall TalkooFall TalkooFall Talkoo
Fall at the Finn CampFall at the Finn CampFall at the Finn Camp
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 When men turn of age, they are called up for 
conscript service where they are evaluated based on 
their physical and mental strengths and abilities, as 
well as their personal desire to serve in the military. 

 Finland maintains an army, navy and an air force 
and those “Finnish Defense Forces” train and oversee 
the training of conscripts. 

altogether. Compulsory military service for males 
over the age of 18, is actually written right into the 
Finnish Constitution.

 Conscription is the required civic duty to train 
and become a part of the military, or become trained 
to become a reservist. If Finland was to go to war, 
everyone would be called up and so refresher 
training is  also provided so reser vists have 
knowledge of the latest technology and training. The 
goal to maintain a strong defense has not been this 
palpable in many decades. 
 Finland has maintained a “neutral” status since 
World War II, but in April of 2023 they joined NATO as 
an assurance a�ter the Ukraine invasion that other 
countries would have their back if Russia decided to 
invade.

 If not for Sisu - Finland's word for strength, 
resilience and fortitude- they may have been 
defeated

 In March of 1940, Finland was forced to sign the 
Treaty of Moscow ceding 11% of its territory to the 
Soviet Union a�ter the exhausting “Winter War” of 
1939-1940. The tiny Finnish army had stunned the 
Soviet Union with its fierceness and resolve- much 
like Ukraine has done. The di�ference is that even 
though Ukraine isn't a NATO country- they have still 
received “assistance” from other countries. In the 
Winter War- Finland was very much on their own. 

With the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the 
people who live in Finland and share a 830 

mile border, naturally have to expect the unexpected 
when it comes to Russia. The Finnish people have 
learned to prepare- and with good reason.

These things factor into where and for how many 
days they will train and in what capacity.
 Men train for 165, 255 or 347 days depending on 
their assigned duty and evaluation, and until they 
turn 50. They also participate in 80-150 days of 
reservist training. O�ficers can receive up to 200 
hours of refresher training. 

 Every able-bodied man up until age 60- is trained 
to serve the country in wartime. That is quite a force 
to be dealt with- and they are resourceful and know 
their own land.
 According to the Finnish Defense Forces, “In 
areas other than the country's core areas, the goal is 
to exhaust and delay the invaders. The aim is to fight 
the main battles in terrain favorable to the defender.”

 But is a reservist type army going to respond like 
a full-time military worthy of taking on the Red

 Women volunteer to serve, but are not obligated 
and waivers can be given for people unable to serve 
for whatever reason. 

Army? Is part-time training going to be enough? 
 War is hell and how can you prepare for that? If 
you talk to any war veteran or First Responder, you'll 
hear it time and time again- “That's when we fall back 
on our training.” 
 Perhaps the main goal of repetitive training is 
not just proficiency, but so that if put into a situation 
of extreme danger, trauma and stress- the body goes 
into autopilot and doesn't shut down- that's the hope 
anyway. Auto-pilot may be what's needed when an 
ordinary citizen is put into a situation where he may 
have to make life or death decisions in order to save 
himself- his fellow soldiers- or his country. 
 If the war in Ukraine has not taught Finland 
where a reservist army may be vulnerable - Israel's 
fight might.

 That tactic helped them remain independent in 
the Winter War. 

by

Finland Military

Connie
York

Finland Military



3

 With the selection of logo, we will now start on 
merchandising!! 

The committee has been busy with all the 
information we are gathering.  We need help in 
telling our story. Please share your family's history 
with us so we can add to our information. 
 We will need a lot of help this coming year in 
getting things organized to make this a successful 
event. We are looking at getting entertainment as 
well as setting up activities. 

 If you care to help in anyway, please reach out and 
let me know. 
 Our next meeting will be November 12th at 2pm in 
the clubroom, right before we have a tailgate party 
for the Lions game that day

The Centennial Committee has been looking into the 
past and we're featuring a couple items from the 
past 100 years of DFCSCA.

Ticket, Juhannus Midsummer Festival, 1975. From the 
collection of Tina Santti.  

Coney Dogs with all the fixin's will be 
provided. We look forward to seeing 

everyone sporting their Honalulu Blue! 
This is a family friendly event sponsored by 

the 100 Year Committee.

November 12th in the Clubroom. 

Please join us to cheer on the Detroit Lions 
while they take on the Chargers

Kickoff is at 4:05 pm. 

LIONS FOOTBALL PARTY
 Clubroom

LIONS FOOTBALL PARTY
th Nov.  12

Poster, Finn Fest, 1977. Includes the line “astut aitasta 
pihalle sukukuntasi suloksi koko heimon hempeäksi” 
from the fourth poem of the Kalevala. From the collection 
of Tina Santti.



Finn Camp's annual tradition of its members 
coming together to prepare the grounds for 
winter. There is a lot to be done (see list below). 
Work hours are not given for this event but 
beverages will be provided, along with lunch 
(Mojakka & bread) and a free sauna for all who 
come out to help. 

Please sign-in at the clubroom upon arrival.
come be social and get things done! 

All ages are encouraged to

Fall TalkooFall TalkooFall Talkoo

November 5th 10amNovember 5th 10amNovember 5th 10am

   

• December 16  Clubroom Private Rental

The Club Room Bar is open to the membership 
normal business hours during Rentals

• December 24  Club Room private rental

• December 3  Pikku Joulu
• December 9  Adult Christmas party

Future Finn Camp Events 

 

thNov. 18  10am clubroom

Hang Christmas lights and decorate for the 
Christmas walk

Mojakka and Sauna will be provided to helpers.

Athletic Committee Events

 • Pick up trash along Loon Lake Rd & Lyonia

 • Clean gutters - sauna building

 • Put chairs, boats & grills away at Sun Lake

 • Mulch leaves on kentta grounds (leave leafs in 

garden beds around the clubroom)

 • Collect flower pots (around clubroom &

westside bathrooms), pull out flowers (leave dirt 

in) & put them under the roof near the ravintola.

 • Clean clubroom kitchen, empty refrigerator of 

old items

 • Pick up branches, throw into swamp areas (to 

aid the mowers)

 • Clean dancehall & porch

 • Dust surfaces in clubroom

 • Put outdoor furniture under roof or in the

dancehall (collect from Sun Lake & Loon Lake & 

around clubroom/dancehall) ~ We need some 

strong people to help lift and move ~

 • Clean clubroom windows in and out

 • Remove heating vent covers & vacuum from 

underneath - clubroom

 • Sweep stairways in clubroom

th11

thSave the date for our 11  Holiday Extravaganza

th thWednesday Nov. 15  & Thursday Nov. 16
5pm to 8pm

th thWednesday Nov. 15  & Thursday Nov. 16
5pm to 8pm

Save
    the

          Date

Also baked goods and pasties of course!
Questions please call Kari Aro  248-217-5467

We will have unique vendors Selling a wide variety 
of custom cra�ts and art work. 

Hope to see you all there
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SISU
Sisters

SISU
Sisters

A wonderful night to relax and pamper yourself to 
a free Sauna, delicious food, $1 a minute massage, 
a couple fun games and visiting with friends. Hope 
to see you there.

Calling all Sisu Sister's, please mark your calendar 
for Friday November 17, 2023 from 7pm to 10pm Spa 
Night at the Sauna.

We need volunteers to run the sauna on 
Wednesdays and Sundays to keep the sauna open. 
If we don't have volunteers for Wednesday and 
Sunday we will not be able to run the sauna  on 
those days.    Please use the link below to sign-up 
or text Becky Wendela 248-762-7282 

Sauna Workers Needed 

•Use the links below to sign up to run the sauna•
Or use the QR Code

- if you are able to run it.  You will 
receive 4 hours per Wednesday 
and 6 hours per Sunday. This work 
hour year is ending soon - hours 
are due 10/31/22.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2023 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
at

 

    Finnish Center Association  
35200 W. Eight Mile Road, 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335  

(248) 478-6939 or (734) 834-6085

Public Welcome  $2 donation at the door

 Featuring: 

Imports from Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Denmark and Iceland as well as Scandinavian art 

and food, UP recipe pasties, pulla and nisu, 
decorative arts and cra�ts, clothing, books, 

jewelry, pottery and more…
FinnFolk will provide music throughout the day.

Scholarship
Committee
News

Link for more information:

Congratulations are in order to the five students who 
were awarded a scholarship for the 2023 school year! 
The Scholarship Committee is proud of their 
outstanding accomplishments, including high GPAs, 
participation in clubs and sports, abundant hours of 
volunteer service, and their many contributions to the 
Finn Camp. Best wishes for another successful year!

Keegan Bretschneider - Michigan State University
Declan Ebel - Louisiana State University

Gauge Heikkinen - Michigan Tech University
Josh Homola - Oakland University

Ethan Paukovits - Wayne State University

Our annual Children's Christmas celebration will 
be Sunday, December 3rd from 1:00-5:00pm in the 
clubroom. We will be decorating cookies, making 
holiday cras, and writing letters to Santa - or 
kids can bring their letter to drop in Santa's 
mailbox!  Join the kids for a sing-a-long of our 
favorite Christmas carols as we await a visit from 
Santa!

PikkuJoulu

Watch for e-mail and FaceBook blasts for updates 
and the SignUp Genius link for available work 
hours. For further information, contact us at:

New members are asked to bring an unbreakable 
ornament, labeled with your family name(s) and 
"2023" to hang on the tree and add to our 
collection (one per family, please).  For your child 
to participate in Santa’s gi bag, bring a wrapped 
gi with your child’s name to be put under the 
tree. Gi limit should be $10-15.

 recreation@finncamp.org kimziegler6@gmail.com

Recreation Committee News Recreation Committee News Recreation Committee News Recreation Committee News Recreation Committee News Recreation Committee News Recreation Committee News Recreation Committee News Recreation Committee News 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
kimziegler6@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
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The Board would like for you to communicate 
with us regarding events, projects and fund-
raisers you are planning.  We would like to 
support your endeavors and projects and would 
like to make sure that multiple committees are 
not planning on tackling the same area to 
prevent overlapping, or we can connect those 
committees so they can work together. The 
social director should also be contacted prior to 
scheduling events to prevent conflicts with 
other events or activities.

 Attention all committees:  

 There are plenty of projects for those 
members that are looking to work their hours.  
Please contact Ralph Heikkinen at 313-610-5478.

 The Board would like to remind all members 
that the use of heavy equipment must only be 
done with approval of the mechanical 
committee. Rob Zewatsky is the mechanical 
committee chair. Contact Rob or the board for 
permission to use the equipment. 

 As the new disc golf course is being utilized, 
the Board wants to remind everyone that the 
trails are mixed-use now.  Walkers please 
beware of disc golfers, and disc golfers please 
beware of walkers.

 Trash Rules: Dumpsters are for members 
use only! Do not put in large or long items that 
may wedge or jam the dumpster when being 
tipped into the garbage truck. No major 
dumping on festival weekends. No overfilling. No 

 The Board would like to welcome two new 
members.   Laura George is the mother of Matt 
George and was sponsored by Deidra George 
and Scott Taipala.  New member Ryan Bamford 
is the son of Joselle Bamford and was sponsored 
by Michelle Foxworthy and Linda Gooden.

New work hour cards are now located at the 
sauna building and the clubroom.

 Members are billed every February and 
August with bills due March 1st and September 
1st. You can pay your Finn camp bill by mailing to 
2524 Loon Lake Rd, Wixom MI 48393 or PayPal, 

furniture, propane tanks, wood, construction 
materials or other large items are to be le in, by 
or around the dumpster. Large items can be 
placed at roadside near the tractor garage on 
Tuesdays for Wednesday pickup. F a c i l i t y 
Reservations: Any member interested in 
renting the clubroom, dancehall, ravintola, or 
beach should contact the social director, Joni 
Sennhenn, at 248-882-4626. Also, all committees 
should verify venue availability with the social 
director prior to scheduling events as private 
rentals may conflict. 

Using PayPal will incur a 2.99% fee that will be 
added to your account.

Paypal has changed their terms and conditions 
and all businesses will now be required to pay 
a 2.9% fee for every transaction. If you are 
paying your Finn Camp bill through PayPal, 
you will be responsible for the 2.9% fee that 
will be added to your account during the next 
billing cycle. Payments can still be mailed to 
2524 Loon Lake Rd, Wixom MI 48393 to avoid 
fees. Please direct any questions to:

 The Finn Camp has a member’s only group on 
Facebook. If you are not a member of the group 
and would like to be added contact Linda 
Gooden at  with your gooden_71@hotmail.com
email address and she will add you to the group. 
This group will include private members only 
events. Work projects can be another form of 
communication to our members.

 Changes to Paypal Terms

board@finncamp.org

treasurer@finncamp.org

BOARD NOTESBOARD NOTES
and REMINDERS and REMINDERS 
BOARD NOTES

and REMINDERS 
BOARD NOTESBOARD NOTES

and REMINDERS and REMINDERS 
BOARD NOTES

and REMINDERS 

The board is now accepting bids on camps 
137 & 52. 

If you would like to submit a bid please put it 
in a sealed envelope either in the drop box 
outside the clubroom or mail to:

2524 Loon Lake Rd, Wixom MI 48393 
The outside of the envelope must say “Camp 
Bid” and inside the envelope please include 
which camp you will be bidding on and the 
amount. 

Camps up for Bids

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
kimziegler6@gmail.com
kimziegler6@gmail.com
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Delivery is extraDelivery is extra

Call or text Mike HonkaCall or text Mike Honka

Firewood for sale, $65 for MembersFirewood for sale, $65 for Members

Do not help yourself to the firewood. Do not help yourself to the firewood. 

 to schedule loading and pick up.  to schedule loading and pick up. 

at  248-860-5109at  248-860-5109

Delivery is extra

Call or text Mike Honka

Firewood for sale, $65 for Members

Do not help yourself to the firewood. 

 to schedule loading and pick up. 

at  248-860-5109

Firewood for sale, $65 for MembersFirewood for sale, $65 for Members
Delivery is extraDelivery is extra

 to schedule loading and pick up.  to schedule loading and pick up. 
Call or text Mike HonkaCall or text Mike Honka

Do not help yourself to the firewood. Do not help yourself to the firewood. 
at  248-860-5109at  248-860-5109

Firewood for sale, $65 for Members
Delivery is extra

 to schedule loading and pick up. 
Call or text Mike Honka

Do not help yourself to the firewood. 
at  248-860-5109

Sandra Seabrook -

Do you require documents to be
authenticated, notarised and attested?

sseabrook2004@yahoo.com

  

Decks, Cabins & Roofs • Spring Cleaning Specials
also - Deck Staining & More

s’
  

248-915-8944

For All Your Alterations

Call Cindi Maddick at 248-303-7337 
Custom Work & Mending

Need a Seamstress? 

or email, Store@finncamp.org.
call Patti Leppi, 248-921-1432, 

Come shop at the Finn Camp store. Lots of new 
tee shirts, mugs, hats & backpacks. For access 

to the store during off hours, 

Finn Camp Store

New
Beanie
Caps

kimziegler6@gmail.com


BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Free “Classified” Ads
All members are invited to list here any services—for pay or 
barter—that they would like to advertise, whether it's a 
service such as handyman or seamstress or pet care or 
seasonal activities like garage sales. All you have to do is 
provide the following information: 

- Your price (hourly rate, job rate, to be negotiated, or 
whatever); 

- The deadline is the same as the date for newsletter copy: the 
15th of each month. 

- The type of service offered; a description of just what you do 
as the service provider; 

- Total length, including spaces, should not exceed 50 words, 
not counting the headings. (Over 50 word copy will be edited to 
fit.) 

- Your name; and your contact information (preferred method 
and times: phone, email, etc.). 

Newsletter Committee Chairperson & Production 
- Robert O’Brien

- Erick Leskinen

Printed newsletters by regular mail are

To receive newsletters via email (the only 
version in color) email to 

newsletter_editor@finncamp.org and write 
“Finn Camp Newsletters Subscription” in the 

subject field. Please include your first and last 
name.

Board of Directors 

Works Administrators: 

Photographer & Website Designer/Manager

Treasurer: Deidra George 

   Ralph Heikkinen, Mike Niemasz & Rob Zewatsky

Vice President: Tony Koski

Editorial Staff

President: Rebecca Wendela 

Secretary: Linda Gooden 

Graphics - Glynn Simmons
Contributors -  Belinda Arbogast, Naomi Petainen
     Lon Matero & Madeline Salonen

Subscriptions

$25 per year. 
Subscriptions by email are free. 

All material for newsletter articles is due by the 
15th of the month. Please visit the Finn Camp 

website at 
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(ISSN 2154-5545) is published the first of each 
month by the Detroit Finnish Cooperative Summer 

Camp Association (D.F.C.S.C.A.), 

Contents Copyright 2023 D.F.C.S.C.A. All rights ©
reserved. Reproduction of this publication in 

whole or in part, in any form, is forbidden without 
prior written permission.

2524 Loon Lake Road, Wixom, MI 48393-1654. 

www.finncamp.org

NewsletterNewsletterNewsletter
FINN CAMPFINN CAMPFINN CAMP

NewsletterNewsletterNewsletter
FINN CAMP

In  Finland

Nov 12 - Board Meeting 9am, visitors 11am, boardroom
Nov 12 - Centennial Committee 2pm, clubroom
No board meeting in December.

 Made of steel mesh, the Finnish fence is 
scheduled to cover the most critical parts of the 
border by the end of 2026.  While it is not intended to 
stop any invasion attempt, the fence will have 
surveillance equipment.

Construction is under way on a fence 
that will eventually stretch some 200 

kilometers along the Finnish-Russian border. 
Helsinki says the structure is intended to stop 
potential "weaponized" migration.

The Border

 Russia warns of  'Retaliatory Measures' 
over Finland's NATO membership

Russia has warned it would be 
f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  “ r e t a l i a t o r y 
measures" to address what it called 
security threats created by Finland's 
NATO membership, saying it would 
bolster defenses along its border 
with NATO if the alliance deploys any 
additional troops or equipment to 
its new member.

https://www.euronews.com/2023/04/04/russia-warns-of-
retaliatory-measures-over-finlands-nato-membership

https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-finland-border
-fence-construction-nato/32367169.html

Also see Connie York's article on page 2

Story Links:

https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-finland-border-fence-construction-nato/32367169.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-finland-border-fence-construction-nato/32367169.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADAA2DA6F8CE9-offseason#/
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